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What an interesting year!
We had the opportunity to enjoy hearing from Rev.
Richard Malmquist, Christine Keddy (TABCOM),
and Rev. Gide Demosthene from the pulpit this
year. We also enjoyed sharing worship with
Redeeming Grace for their Anniversary Celebration
on November 3, Thanksgiving on November 17,
and for Christmas on Dec 14.
We continued the work of stewarding our building
by replacing the windows in the basement, taking
care of a roof leak and dealing with some furnace
issues. We had a great work day together in June
where we took the opportunity to spruce our
building up a bit and enjoy some fellowship.
We continue to seek ways to join with our brothers
and sisters through activities that build
relationships, equip people, and demonstrate the
Gospel. FBC Brockton was represented at
TABCOM’s Annual Gathering and Mission Works
events. We also shared in cleaning up at FBC No.
Attleboro in October alongside of our brothers and
sisters of the Old Colony Association. We continue
to support School on Wheels, The Charity Guild,
and Father Bill’s/Mainspring House. We also had
the opportunity to provide educational scholarships
to 8 students this year. Lastly, I had the opportunity
to bring the love and support of this congregation,
through funeral services, to several families who
experienced loss.
We continued to draw down from our invested
accounts to support the work of the church, and
recognized that our time was becoming more and
more limited as a result of that decision. Through a
couple of joint Trustee and Deacon meetings we
came up with a proposal to merge First Baptist
Church of Brockton with Redeeming Grace
Christian Fellowship. This proposal avoids closure
and provides a continued spiritual home for FBC
members, and ensures a continued presence in this
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community. At a congregational meeting on
December 1, 2019 we agreed that this was, in fact,
the best way forward.
It was further determined that we would make this
merger final at the end of December 2020. This
solution will bring us substantial changes from what
we have grown accustomed to. It will also require
the release of all staff members of First Baptist
Church of Brockton as of the end of the year 2020.
There is grief in this decision, change is hard, as is
letting go of the staff that have served here so
faithfully for such a long span of time. But even as
we experience our grief, there is yet hope.
As followers of Jesus Christ, hope is our hallmark.
God is doing something new, and we are invited to
be a part of that. Change is a necessary part of
moving with God and sometimes that requires a
release of what we think should be and an embrace
of something different. God is always inviting us to
grow in trust, to live in obedience, and to step out in
faith to reach our community in order that the Good
News reaches all people. Most important, God has
promised that we would never have to do these
things alone.
So, as we leave 2019 we look back and realize that
God has been ever-faithful to this congregation.. As
we look forward, we recognize that we have a great
deal of work ahead of us. My prayer is for this work
to bring us even closer together while stretching us
to new levels of trust in God. We also have a great
deal of opportunity ahead of us. My prayer for this
opportunity is that we will find ways to embrace
God’s movement among us in this place so that God
will find us faithful with all that has been entrusted
to us.
In the Joy of the Lord,

Rev. Melanie Towle

Moment with Missions

Thanks to your America for Christ (AFC)
Offering contributions, American Baptist
Home Mission Societies (ABHMS) ministers
to families who have lost homes to floods, to
children living lives of limitation in poverty,
to seminarians preparing to devote their lives
to sharing the Good News, and many more.
We have been answering God’s call to heal
broken families and communities—as well as
cultivate strong Christian leaders and equip
passionate disciples—since 1832.
The world’s needs today are as great as they
were close to two centuries ago. We are
extending our ministry by awarding grants to
mission partners across the United States and
Puerto Rico—partners who are also doing the
work of empowering Christian leaders,
nurturing disciples and intercultural
awareness, and transforming congregations
and communities with the healing power of
God’s love.
By contributing to the AFC Offering, you
increase our capacity to fulfill the biblical
mandate in Matthew 22:39: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.”
In 2019, ABHMS awarded more than
$300,000 to ministries carried out by our
mission partners. These are just a few
examples of the impact our partners are
making across our mission field:
In the Cultivating Leaders and Discipleship
categories, $8,400 was awarded to the

Los Angeles-based Innovative Space
for Asian American Christianity
(ISAAC) to help fund its “Imagining
A More Equal Pulpit” initiative,
including a Gender Summit that
addressed the challenges faced by
women of color in ministry.
In the Healing and Transforming
Communities category, $115,000
included support to Heart Reach
Neighborhood Ministries, Campbell, Ohio, for
the purchase of mattresses above and beyond
the 104 already delivered to prevent children
and teens from sleeping on the floors, couches
and piles of clothing in its three housing
developments.
In the Intercultural Ministries category,
$15,300 included support to Iglesia Bautista
Betesda, Indianapolis, Ind., and its “Walking
With the Immigrant” project, which has
helped 60 families, including a family that
senior pastor the Rev. Jaime Flores and a
church brother accompanied to immigration
court in Miami, Fla.
On behalf of ABHMS, thank you for your
past generous support of our transformational
mission. Our ministries—along with the
ministries of our mission partners—are
making a difference in the lives of so many
individuals and families. With your help, we
can bring God’s healing touch to so many
more.
May we count on your generosity once again?

With gratitude,
Dr. Jeffrey Haggray
Executive Director, ABHMS

FBC Brockton: Initiatives, Meetings & Birthdays
FBC Brockton Initiatives:
 Penny Project Please keep contributing coin$ to
support this initiative that provides school supplies to
underprivileged students in our community. The jar is in
the sanctuary each Sunday or, if you wish, contributions
may be sent in. Make a check out to First Baptist Church
of Brockton with the notation for PENNY PROJECT.

February Birthday's
5
9
15
24

Joe Flint
Marie Dube
Maxo Dube
Brian Bradstreet

 Food Basket non-perishable food donations may
be donated for The Charity Guild Food Pantry. There is
a box at the back of the church. Many thanks for your

support of these initiatives!

Altar Flowers- You have an opportunity to add
beauty to our worship services by donating to sponsor a
floral arrangement in honor or memory of people special to
you. This donation will be included in your annual giving
statement for tax purposes. Please see one of our Deacons
to support this important ministry of First Baptist, not only
at the service but the distribution of flowers later to shut-ins
and those in the hospital.

In our continued efforts to serve one another most
effectively and offer the community a glimpse into who
we are, we are moving towards sharing our worship
service (or portions thereof) online.
You will find links to these videos on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-ofBrockton-781977228662075/?ref=bookmarks) and our
website (https://www.fbcbrockton.org/about.html).
If you haven't already please "like" us on Facebook.
Your feedback in this process would
be appreciated because we are
learning together.

Contact Us with Your Needs
PASTOR MELANIE
TOWLE

Sunday Worship Service is a
great time to catch up with Rev.
Towle. You may also leave a
private message at the office
number: 508-586-3285 and
press 1 for her voicemail, or
email her at
pastorfbcb@verizon.net. She is
happy to meet with you by
appointment if you prefer — simply contact her by
phone or email.

Kathleen Casey, Lee Fuller,
Pauline Larson, Lisa Landerholm,
Mary (breast cancer), Richard
Monic, Laurie & Dan Ormond,
Barbara Young, Ann Humphries,
David needs some prayer to help him navigate the
world and pray for his parents that God’s true spirit
will be revealed to them
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALGER: Sue’s brother-in-law Rev. Brian Smith
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALLEN: Georgia’s sister
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dianne Crooker Secretary
508-586-3285
Hours: 7 AM to Noon
Tues., Wed., Thurs.
firstbaptistchurchofbrockton@verizon.net

Rev. Diane Badger
Financial Administrator
508-369-6291
dianelbadger@gmail.com

BRADSTREET: Peter & Betty, Arthur, Linda & Paul;
daughter Linda (& Mike) Tavares; Linda Tavares’
mother, Merry; Dimas Tavares
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

COLLINS: Harriett’s her cousin, Paula; friends May
Mitchell, Chris Marvel, Gladys Jones on the passing of her
son Eugene Knight
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

COOK: Joan’s nieces Joanne Shadrick; Joyce Lee;
Wendy Beutel and friend Joanne Piccionne
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DeARRUDA: Bill, Terry; her mother, Nancy Emrich; Bill’s
son, Peter Govoni; friends Kristin Donner, Kyle Beard,
Beryl Solis, Sam Grover, Jenna; Bill Michael; Marianne
Orlando seeking a live kidney donor
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

KING: Linda; Linda's son Jeffrey, Her son, Steven, and his
daughters, Ava and Isabella; her niece’s family
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

RAPCHUCK: Harriett, George; their son-in-law Kenneth
Schwartz
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING:
The Trustees will be meeting as needed
Board members are:

Ann Humphries
Barbara Thomas
Gide Demosthene
George Rapchuck
Alice Flint

508-588-5436
508-297-0338
508-468-5008
508-587-3242
508-586-1956

BOARD OF DEACONS MEETING:
The Deacons meeting will be announced as needed
Board members are:

Georgia Allen
Karen Connors
Linda King
Merry Alger
Terry DeArruda

508-648-8084
508-685-8895
508-345-1526
508-583-2619
508-942-9877

THOMAS: Barbara’s cousin Nancy, sister Edie
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayers for those affected by natural disaster around
the world. Thanksgiving for recent visitors.

Community Events
Drop-In Technology Help

February 12, 2020 @ 12:30 pm – 3:00 pm
Come join us for our annual Valentine’s Day
Party, Wednesday February 12th 12:30-3:00
PM. Lunch will be catered by Teen Challenge
salad, assorted finger sandwich and dessert
while you enjoy a mix of blues from Chicago,
Memphis and New Orleans with roots-rock&
roll, jazz, pop, calypso, and Latin flavors solo
acoustic performance by Steve Hurl from
Jumpin Juba. The cost to attend this event at
the COA is $5.00 dollars. Brockton seniors will
be given first priority. 10 Father Kennedy Way
Brockton, MA 02301

Tuesdays 2:00pm to 4:00pm
&
Thursdays 10:00am to 12noon

Christmas Memorials 2019
In memory of our parents Blanche & William Flint,
Louise & Edward Thomas and Joe’s brother,
William Flint Sr…...…..given by Alice & Joe Flint

Harmony of the Spheres
Kristina Nilsson, violin

Sunday, March 8, 2020 3:00PM
Christ Congregational Church,
Brockton
Order tickets
Harmony of the Spheres salutes
seven luminaries of our classical galaxy as we
"Trip the light fantastic" across the spectrum of
music's most colorful orchestrators. From Suppé,
Sibelius, and Tschaikowsky to Williams, Lehar,
Enescu, and Josef Strauss, we serve a scintillating
smorgasbord of virtuoso showpieces guaranteed
to delight your musical palate.

In memory of my Parents Alton & Meredith
Anderson and my niece, Julie
……………….………………given by Linda King
In memory of my parents, Robert & Shirley Alger
and my grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Henry Knight and
Mr. & Mrs. N. Alonzo Alger
…………………………given by Meredith Alger
In memory of Malea Roberta Tavares, Ray Allaire,
Roberta Bradstreet, Margaret & Ray Broman
……………..…given by Peter & Betty Bradstreet
In memory of Brad Hurd, Ruth Whynot, Linda
Hurd and Dorothy Hurd….given by Priscilla Hurd
In memory of Alba & Edith Bellows, Roland & Rita
Tetreault and Joseph & Andrea Amero
………….……………..given by the Towle Family
In memory of the Gurney family
…………………..……..…given by Ralph Gurney
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Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2 Communion
3
Sunday
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

4

5

6

7

8

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

9
10
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

11

12

13

18

19

20

Redeeming 11:30

21

22

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

23
24
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

15

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

16
17
President’s Day
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

14
Valentine’s Day

25
Mardi Gras

26
Ash Wednesday

27

28
Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

29
Leap Day

The Brown/Swain Scholarship applications are now available.
Please contact Dianne Crooker and she can provide you with a copy
via email or you can get a copy from committee members (Peter
Bradstreet or Meredith Alger) on Sunday Mornings after the service.
All completed applications should be returned to the church office by
April 6, 2020 via email to firstbaptistchurchofbrockton@verizon.net
or by mail to First Baptist Church, 256 Forest Ave., Brockton MA
02301. Recipients will be notified by May 3, 2020 and scholarships
will be presented at the Sunday morning service on May 17, 2020.

