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We have entered the season of Lent once again.
This season begins on Ash Wednesday and
continues forty days to the day before Easter. It is
the season of the liturgical year (church calendar)
where we are invited to prepare ourselves for
Easter, and we are invited to bring to mind the
sacrificial parts of Jesus’ earthly journey. After all,
there can be no Easter unless there is first a
crucifixion. It is good for us to bring this to mind
and consider things we might need to give up in
order to live more deeply into our faith. After all,
Jesus’ invitation to his first disciples was to “follow
me”, and we are invited to do the same. He was
clear with them that the decision to follow him was
not without its risks, and that it would likely include
suffering (Luke 9:23). We are not above this reality
as followers of Jesus.
You are probably aware that many people practice
fasting, or abstaining from meat on Fridays during
the season of Lent. Others intentionally set
additional time aside for prayer. Some will seek out
additional opportunities to worship. These are
called spiritual disciplines. The disciplines are
practices one undertakes to help shape new habits or
to give up unwanted habits. It is important that we
do not undertake spiritual disciplines with the idea
that they somehow earn our place in heaven, they
simply help to put aside the parts of us that are more
fleshly (earthly) and develop our spiritual parts
instead (Galatians 5:16-18). God can bring about
beautiful changes in us when we submit to spiritual
disciplines such as prayer, meditation on Scripture,
fasting, and worship. These things are God’s work
in us, not accomplishments of our own (Ephesians
2:8-9).

There are a myriad of ways to mark the season of
Lent, the point is to be intentional about setting
aside some time to prepare your heart for the Risen
Lord. When we celebrate Advent, we are preparing
for the arrival of the Baby who would change the
world - God’s breaking into the world in a new
way. In Lent, we must look at the sacrificial ways
Jesus lived his earthly life so that we might live like
him. The question for us is, what do we want our
earthly life to look like? Do we want to keep going
the way we have or do we want to live more like
our Teacher and Savior? Lent is the time in the
church year to give this some real consideration.
Peace,
Pastor Melanie

Moment with Missions

A Biblical Reflection: On Being a Good Neighbor

I was born and raised in the city of New York in the
borough of Brooklyn—a rather large
community filled with neighborhoods. While some
of the neighborhoods were diverse, the majority of
them were populated by people of similar
ethnicities. The intriguing factor was that each
neighborhood was representative of people that
expressed great value in what we call “being a good
neighbor.” This value was exhibited by sharing
goods, caring for those that required health
assistance, encouraging and motivating young
people, protecting individuals from harm and
participating in social justice issues.
It is most interesting to note that a
person’s neighborhood values often spilled over to
other existing neighborhoods in the manner in
which we were taught. For us, while there was a
separation of neighborhoods, the act of being a
good neighbor and hospitality was the premier
action any time and in any place. these actions were
not new but a carryover from the cultures that most
people in the community had brought with them
from their place of origin.
The act of being a good neighbor and
practicing hospitality is not new. The Harper
Bible Dictionary states: “In the ancient Near East,
hospitality was the process of ‘receiving’ outsiders
and changing them from strangers to guests.”
Hospitality, thus, differed from entertaining family
and friends. Strangers were not to be entirely
ignored—or worse, either physically or socially
neglected.

Being a good neighbor is important for
healthy living. While some may be struggling
with the concept of who is our neighbor, Jesus
helps us in the parable of the Good Samaritan,
wherein Jesus asks, “Which of these three men
was neighbor to the victim?” That question
can be interpreted as “To whom can I be a
neighbor?” The response is one that
emphasizes that “neighbor” has nothing to
do with geography, citizenship or race. As
followers of Jesus Christ, wherever people
need us, there we can be neighbors and, like
Jesus Christ, show mercy. Jesus taught that the love
of our neighbor must transcend all-natural or human
boundaries, such as race, nationality, religion, and
economic or educational status.
In some sense, as humans in this current generation,
we have lost our sense of practicing what it means
to be a good neighbor. The whole world would be a
better place if there was a resurgence of the act of
and focus on being good neighbors. We must
recognize that each person has value and holds the
potential for great contributions to this world. Many
of the troubling circumstances that we
are confronted within our society would improve
if people of faith drew together as neighbors and
gave life to its meaning. It is a truth that people of
good character have an inner strength that, when
shared through love of the other, will serve to help
those who are struggling to survive the social and
economic issues of our times.
We have an opportunity to be good neighbors and
make a valuable impact on the present and future
human condition. Jesus says, “Go and do
thou likewise.” Let each of us accept this as our
marching orders and seize each opportunity to do
so.
Dr. Clifford I. Johnson
President, Board of Directors
American Baptist Home Mission Societies

MINISTRY & COMMUNITY IN ACTION

The Old Colony Baptist Association

SPRING
MINISTRY
CONFERENCE
March 28th
8:30 am Registration
9:00 am Worship
9:30 am Program begins
Location: First Baptist Church of Randolph
518 North Main Street
Randolph, MA
Fresh Expressions
This is a one day training event that provides an
opportunity to discover what it means to be the
church in new and creative ways. You will hear
from Fresh Expressions practitioners, learn how
to renew existing congregations through fresh
expressions of church, and discern what this
could mean to your church, your neighborhood,
your community.

There will be active discussions, as well as an
opportunity to build networks and relationships
among those in your area.
To Register for this event, please use this link
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/vision-day-oldcolony-massachusetts-tickets-93586454605

The Brown/Swain Scholarship applications are
now available. Please contact Dianne Crooker and
she can provide you with a copy via email or you
can get a copy from committee members (Peter
Bradstreet or Meredith Alger) on Sunday Mornings
after the service. All completed applications should
be returned to the church office by April 6, 2020
via email to
firstbaptistchurchofbrockton@verizon.net or by
mail to First Baptist Church, 256 Forest Ave.,
Brockton MA 02301. Recipients will be notified by
May 3, 2020 and scholarships will be presented at
the Sunday morning service on May 17, 2020.

FBC Brockton: Initiatives, Meetings & Birthdays
FBC Brockton Initiatives:
 Penny Project Please keep contributing coin$ to
support this initiative that provides school supplies to
underprivileged students in our community. The jar is in
the sanctuary each Sunday or, if you wish, contributions
may be sent in. Make a check out to First Baptist Church
of Brockton with the notation for PENNY PROJECT.

 Food Basket non-perishable food donations may
be donated for The Charity Guild Food Pantry. There is
a box at the back of the church. Many thanks for your

March Birthday's
2
3
4
22
24
31
31

Priscilla Hurd
Barbara Thomas
Michael Connors
Andrelyn Demosthene
Richard Babcock
Steve King
Harriett Collins

support of these initiatives!

Altar Flowers- You have an opportunity to add
beauty to our worship services by donating to sponsor a
floral arrangement in honor or memory of people special to
you. This donation will be included in your annual giving
statement for tax purposes. Please see one of our Deacons
to support this important ministry of First Baptist, not only
at the service but the distribution of flowers later to shut-ins
and those in the hospital.

In our continued efforts to serve one another most
effectively and offer the community a glimpse into who
we are, we are moving towards sharing our worship
service (or portions thereof) online.
You will find links to these videos on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-ofBrockton-781977228662075/?ref=bookmarks) and our
website (https://www.fbcbrockton.org/about.html).
If you haven't already please "like" us on Facebook.
Your feedback in this process would
be appreciated because we are
learning together.

Contact Us with Your Needs
PASTOR MELANIE
TOWLE

Sunday Worship Service is a
great time to catch up with Rev.
Towle. You may also leave a
private message at the office
number: 508-586-3285 and
press 1 for her voicemail, or
email her at
pastorfbcb@verizon.net. She is
happy to meet with you by
appointment if you prefer — simply contact her by
phone or email.

Kathleen Casey, Lee Fuller,
Pauline Larson, Lisa Landerholm,
Mary (breast cancer), Richard
Monic, Laurie & Dan Ormond,
Barbara Young, Ann Humphries,
David needs some prayer to help him navigate the
world and pray for his parents that God’s true spirit
will be revealed to them
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALGER: Sue’s brother-in-law Rev. Brian Smith
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALLEN: Georgia’s sister
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dianne Crooker Secretary
508-586-3285
Hours: 7 AM to Noon
Tues., Wed., Thurs.
firstbaptistchurchofbrockton@verizon.net

Rev. Diane Badger
Financial Administrator
508-369-6291
dianelbadger@gmail.com

BRADSTREET: Peter & Betty, Arthur, Linda & Paul;
daughter Linda (& Mike) Tavares; Linda Tavares’
mother, Merry; Dimas Tavares
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

COLLINS: Harriett’s her cousin, Paula; friends May
Mitchell, Chris Marvel, Gladys Jones on the passing of her
son Eugene Knight
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

COOK: Joan’s nieces Joanne Shadrick; Joyce Lee;
Wendy Beutel and friend Joanne Piccionne
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DeARRUDA: Bill, Terry; her mother, Nancy Emrich; Bill’s
son, Peter Govoni; friends Kristin Donner, Kyle Beard,
Beryl Solis, Sam Grover, Jenna; Bill Michael; Marianne
Orlando seeking a live kidney donor
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

KING: Linda; Linda's son Jeffrey, Her son, Steven, and his
daughters, Ava and Isabella; her niece’s family
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

RAPCHUCK: Harriett, George; their son-in-law Kenneth
Schwartz
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING:
The Trustees will be meeting as needed
Board members are:

Ann Humphries
Barbara Thomas
Gide Demosthene
George Rapchuck
Alice Flint

508-588-5436
508-297-0338
508-468-5008
508-587-3242
508-586-1956

BOARD OF DEACONS MEETING:
The Deacons meeting will be announced as needed
Board members are:

Georgia Allen
Karen Connors
Linda King
Merry Alger
Terry DeArruda

508-648-8084
508-685-8895
508-345-1526
508-583-2619
508-942-9877

THOMAS: Barbara’s cousin Nancy, sister Edie
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Prayers for those affected by natural disaster around
the world. Thanksgiving for recent visitors.

Community Events

Harmony of the Spheres
Kristina Nilsson, violin

Sunday, March 8, 2020 3:00PM
Christ Congregational Church,
Brockton
Order tickets
Harmony of the Spheres salutes
seven luminaries of our classical galaxy as we
"Trip the light fantastic" across the spectrum of
music's most colorful orchestrators. From Suppé,
Sibelius, and Tschaikowsky to Williams, Lehar,
Enescu, and Josef Strauss, we serve a scintillating
smorgasbord of virtuoso showpieces guaranteed
to delight your musical palate.

Drop-In Technology Help
Tuesdays 2:00pm to
4:00pm
&
Thursdays 10:00am to
12noon

The Christ Church Pipe Organ
Series presents another
wonderful Bach Birthday Bash
with Ms. Nicole Keller, guest
organist, with additional
pieces by Stonehill College
based classical guitar duo.
Tickets available at the door
or by calling church office at
508-586-3022 starting March
22 2020; 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm
1350 Pleasant St. Brockton, MA 02301

March 23, 2020 @ 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
The Brockton Garden Club will show “Path of
the Daff”, an award-winning film, at its general
meeting, 6 p.m., Monday, March 23, at Harbor
Health, 479 Torrey St., Brockton. In the wake of
the Boston Marathon bombing in 2013, coowners of Olson’s
Greenhouses
of
Raynham and many
volunteers started a
project to plant
daffodils along the
route
of
the
Marathon. “Path of
the Daff,” an awardwinning
documentary traces
the path of one
daffodil,
from
Holland to Boston
and its placement along the route. The film is
directed by Michael Piscitelli, who is also an
executive director. Clive Olson and Matthew
Piscitelli, are executive producers of the film
and co-owners of Olson’s Greenhouses. Clive
Olson will introduce the film and be available
for
questions.
Please
RSVP
at
brocktongarden@gmail.com in order to insure
a
seat
for
the
film.

Sunday
1 Communion
2
Sunday
9am Worship
10am Fellowship
Redeeming 11:30

Monday

Tuesday
3
Presidential
Primary
Remember to
vote

Wednesday
4

Thursday
5

Friday

Saturday

6
Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

7
8
9
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

10

11

12

17
St. Patrick’s Day

18

24

25

19
First Day of
Spring

20

26

27

Redeeming 11:30

22
23
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

Redeeming 11:30

31

21

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

29 9am Worship 30
10am Fellowship

14

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

15
16
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

13

28

Easter Memorial Flowers 2020

Memorials may be made through a plant on the altar
for Easter Sunday.
In Memory or Honor of: (circle one)
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________
Given By:____________________________
Amount Given: $ ______________
Please put Easter Flowers in the memo section of all checks.
Please mail this form to the church office or give to the collectors.
Thank You!

