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September Newsletter 2020

As we enter September, I can’t help but think about
new beginnings. I have long loved the excitement of
a new school year, and I have a thing for school
supplies. After all, there is nothing like a new box
of crayons to color with! Plus, the new school year
brings with it new subjects to study and new
challenges to conquer. In addition to all that
excitement is the joy of cool autumn evenings and
milder daytime temperatures. Everything about
September makes me happy!
This September is admittedly quite different
however. I am not going back to school, I only have
one student in my home-school now, and the world
is a very different place, even for those who are
going back to school. Corona virus has impaired
many things, including the opening of schools. In
addition, our church family is facing the reality that
instead of a beginning we are facing an ending.
Many of you have been very quiet on this subject as
I have tried to reach out to you and walk alongside
you in this season. First Baptist Church of Brockton
has a very long legacy in the city, and we don’t yet
know the impact of our closing. There are
generations of people who have been touched by
this gathering of God’s people, and they are spread
all over these United States, perhaps beyond!
I’d like to offer you these thoughts for this season –
sometimes things need to end so that something else
can rise up in its place. This is a reality in my
garden, where plants have moved through their
lifecycle, and they must make way for the cool
weather plants. Endings and beginnings are a
natural part of the cycle of life. There is good
precedent for this in Scripture; look at the Mosaic
Law giving way to the Law of Grace through Jesus,
think about Paul and all his writing about dying to
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our old selves and clothing ourselves in the new,
and consider John’s vision of the end of days where
the old earth will pass away in order to make room
for the new heavens and the new earth.
I already see the evidence of this happening at FBC
Brockton. Redeeming Grace is a growing
congregation, and they are engaged in a variety of
ministry endeavors. The newest of these is the
Theological Institute for Ministerial Education
(TIME). This will be a place for people to be
equipped for ministry in their own churches and in
the community. I am excited to be a part of this
educational ministry alongside our brother Gide as
well as many others. This will be a place of
fellowship, learning, and growth in the name of
Jesus.
As followers of Jesus, it is up to us to keep up with
what God is doing to the best of our ability. We
have to keep watch, and pay attention for the
movement of the Spirit all around us. It is exciting,
and challenging, and sometimes very difficult. We
can get blinded by our own interests, and our own
ideas of what “should” be. A life of faith teaches us
that making room for the Spirit to work in, through,
and around us is, in fact, (contrary to appearances)
very freeing.
I will leave you with this thought: “Do not
remember the former things, or consider the things
of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it springs
forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in
the wilderness and rivers in the desert. The wild
animals will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches;
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the
desert, to give drink to my chosen people, the
people whom I formed for myself so that they might
declare my praise.” (Isaiah 43:18-21 NRSV)
Peace, Pastor Melanie

MINISTRY & COMMUNITY IN ACTION

Hello Friends,
You may come in person, as long as you have no
symptoms of coronavirus. You are urged to wear a
mask, and to use social distancing (unless you live in the
same household). If you still have concerns or feel
vulnerable about being out, you are welcome to join us
virtually using Zoom (see the links below)!
Peace,
Pastor Melanie

Topic: First Baptist Church of Brockon
Time: 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://friendsu.zoom.us/j/8562879127
Meeting ID: 856 287 9127
One tap mobile
+16468769923,,8562879127#
US (New York)
+13126266799,,8562879127#
US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 646 876 9923 US
(New York)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 301 715 8592 US
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US
Meeting ID: 856 287 9127
Find your local number:
https://friendsu.zoom.us/u/acmgS6zTuk

FBC Brockton: Initiatives, Meetings & Birthdays
FBC Brockton Initiatives:

September Birthdays
Karen Connors
Linda Calamito
Braden Killen
Hellenah Demosthene
Joseph Alden

 Penny Project Please keep contributing coin$ to
support this initiative that provides school supplies to
underprivileged students in our community. The jar is in
the sanctuary each Sunday or, if you wish, contributions
may be sent in. Make a check out to First Baptist Church
of Brockton with the notation for PENNY PROJECT.

3
5
21
22
24

 Food Basket non-perishable food donations may
be donated for The Charity Guild Food Pantry. There is
a box at the back of the church. Many thanks for your
support of these initiatives!

September Anniversaries
16 Art and Linda King
22 Joe and Alice Flint

Altar Flowers- You have an opportunity to add
beauty to our worship services by donating to sponsor a
floral arrangement in honor or memory of people special to
you. This donation will be included in your annual giving
statement for tax purposes. Please see one of our Deacons
to support this important ministry of First Baptist, not only
at the service but the distribution of flowers later to shut-ins
and those in the hospital.
In our continued efforts to serve one another most
effectively and offer the community a glimpse into who
we are, we are moving towards sharing our worship
service (or portions thereof) online.
You will find links to these videos on our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/First-Baptist-Church-ofBrockton-781977228662075/?ref=bookmarks) and our
website (https://www.fbcbrockton.org/about.html).
If you haven't already please "like" us on Facebook.
Your feedback in this process would
be appreciated because we are
learning together.

Contact Us with Your Needs
PASTOR MELANIE
TOWLE

Sunday Worship Service is a
great time to catch up with Rev.
Towle. You may also leave a
private message at the office
number: 508-586-3285 and
press 1 for her voicemail, or
email her at
pastorfbcb@verizon.net. She is
happy to meet with you by
appointment if you prefer — simply contact her by
phone or email.

Kathleen Casey, Lee Fuller,
Pauline Larson, Lisa Landerholm,
Mary (breast cancer), Richard
Monic, Laurie & Dan Ormond,
Barbara Young, Ann Humphries,
Clyde Bridges, Michael and his uncle Peter
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

ALLEN: Georgia’s sister
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

BRADSTREET: Peter & Betty, Linda & Paul; daughter
Linda (& Mike) Tavares; Linda Tavares’ mother, Merry;
Dimas Tavares
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

COLLINS: Harriett’s her cousin, Paula; friends May
Mitchell, Chris Marvel, Gladys Jones on the passing of her
son Eugene Knight
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Dianne Crooker Secretary
508-586-3285
Hours: 7 AM to Noon
Tues., Wed., Thurs.
firstbaptistchurchofbrockton@verizon.net

Rev. Diane Badger
Financial Administrator
508-369-6291
dianelbadger@gmail.com

COOK: Joan’s nieces Joanne Shadrick; Joyce Lee;
Wendy Beutel and friend Joanne Piccionne
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

DeARRUDA: Bill, Terry; her mother, Nancy Emrich; Bill’s
son, Peter Govoni; friends Kristin Donner, Kyle Beard,
Beryl Solis, Sam Grover, Jenna; Bill Michael; Marianne
Orlando seeking a live kidney donor
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

KING: Linda; Linda's son Jeffrey, Her son, Steven, and his
daughters, Ava, Rebecca and Isabella; her niece’s family
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

RAPCHUCK: Harriett, George; their son-in-law Kenneth
Schwartz
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

THOMAS: Barbara’s sister Edie
____________________________________________________________________________________________________

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING:
The Trustees will be meeting as needed
Board members are:

Ann Humphries
Barbara Thomas
Gide Demosthene
George Rapchuck
Alice Flint

508-588-5436
508-297-0338
508-468-5008
508-587-3242
508-586-1956

BOARD OF DEACONS MEETING:
The Deacons meeting will be announced as needed
Board members are:

Georgia Allen
Karen Connors
Linda King
Merry Alger
Terry DeArruda

508-648-8084
508-685-8895
508-345-1526
508-583-2619
508-942-9877

Prayers for those affected by natural disaster around
the world. Prayers for all affected by the COVID-19
pandemic. Thanksgiving for recent visitors.
In the Armed Services: Specialist Matthew Gillis,
Lieutenant Col. Josiah Grover
Condolences: To the family of Peter Bradstreet on the loss
of his brother-in-law Peter Ellis. Sympathy cards may be
sent to the Bradstreet family at Cranberry Grove Way, 7-D
Wareham, Ma. 02571

Community Events
“This guidance asks people to change behaviors,
and it changes the ways some of our favorite
places look and feel,” Baker said during a press
conference Monday. “This is not permanent,” he
added. “At some point there will be treatments and
ultimately a vaccine. But for the foreseeable future,
everyone needs to continue to do the right things to
bring the fight to the virus so that we can continue
to move forward.” Religious institutions — such as
churches, temples, and mosques — can reopen for
in-person services

at 40 percent capacity, including both attendees
and staff. And while members of the same
immediate household can sit together, they must be
seated at least six feet away from other
congregators.
The safety standards also say that some rows
should be blocked off and kept empty to ensure
sufficient distancing. Everyone over the age of 5,
except those with a medical or disabling condition,
are required to wear a mask inside the building.

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

Wednesday
2

Thursday
3

Friday
4

Saturday
5

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

6 Rev. Gide
7
Demosthene
Communion
9am Worship
11am Fellowship

8

13
14
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

15

9

10

16

17

Redeeming 11:30

18

19

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

22

23

24

25
Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

27 9am Worship 28
10am Fellowship

12

Redeeming Grace
7pm -8:30pm
Bible Study

Redeeming 11:30

20
21
9am Worship
10am Fellowship

11

29

30

26

Be faithful to your church.
Love her and support her with your prayers
and your giving

